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Youth engagement in the 
just transition of the EU 

State of play  



Who are we? 

Coalition of the 8 biggest youth 
networks in Europe. Focus on the 
role of youth in climate action

Network of NGOs in Central and 
Eastern Europe. Focus on public 
finance monitoring



Agenda 

● The just transition in the EU 

● The report on youth engagement 

● The second edition of the report 
○ Findings 
○ Best practices  
○ Recommendations 

● Q&A 



The Just Transition of the EU

Just Transition 
Mechanism
€45 billion

Just Transition Fund
(€19.5 billion) 

Public Sector Loan 
Facility

(€18.5 billion) 

EU money to mobilise public 
investments complementing the 

Just Transition Fund

InvestEU
(€15 billion)

EU money to mobilise private 
investments complementing the 

Just Transition Fund

● 2020-21: writing of Just Transition Plans in each EU Member State
● 2022: the EU gives approval to Just Transition Plans
● 2023-29: implementation (overseen by Monitoring Committees)

Over EUR 45 billion for the green transition in 
the regions of the EU that depend on fossil fuels



Youth for a Just 
Transition
2021 

● Toolkit for policy 
makers

● Engaging youth in 
decisions on the ust 
transition 

● Principles and good 
practices

Youth in the just transition 

EUTeens4Green
2022-2024

● Call for projects of the 
European Commission

● EUR 1 million

● Youth-run projects in 
just transition regions

● Currently open
(euteens4green.org) 

The EU made clear that youth must be engaged in the 
decisions on the just transition. It facilitates it with…



The report on youth engagement in the 
just transition 

● Despite all the activities of the EU, 
there is no official assessment 
of how youth was engaged in the 
Just Transition Mechanism 

● GCE and Bankwatch partnered in 
late 2021 to fill this gap

● The first edition came out in May 
2022, covering 12 EU countries

● The second edition came out on 
05 October 2022, covering 15 
countries



Main findings

● Youth engagement activities: 11/15 
states

● Formats (when present): 
○ Calls and dialogues with politicians

○ Virtual workshops on consolidated 
drafts

○ Youth representatives in working 
groups

● Overall quality of engagement: mixed 

● Countries with confirmed youth 
engagement in the near future: 
4 confirmed +2 announced



Summary map



Konin, Poland 

Outstanding cases

Ida Viru, Estonia  

Florina, Greece 

2020
● Self-mobilisation

● Working group 
for young people 

● Youth 
representative in 
decision making

2021
● Self-mobilisation

● Call with the 
Ministry

● Event with EU 
Commissioner 
Ferreira 

2021-22
● Citizen assembly 

for youth 

● Input given to 
politicians 

● Follow up from 
politicians 

Best practices from youth engagement in the just transition



Recommendations for the future 

● EU Member States must include youth representatives in 
the Monitoring Committees that will oversee the Just 
Transition Mechanism 

● The European Commission should encourage Member 
States in including youth in the just transition through 
membership in the Monitoring Committees and dedicated 
projects financed by the Just Transition Mechanism   

● The European Parliament should use all its monitoring 
powers to ensure that civil society is engaged in the just 
transition 

Youth engagement is on the right way, but it has to be 
harmonised across the whole EU.
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Thanks for your attention! 
Any questions?


